April To Do in Your Apiary
As temperatures hit the 50s-60s°F, perform initial inspections to assess queen laying, ensure enough honey stores, and add supers to prevent crowding. Key tasks include making splits to increase hive numbers and installing new packages.

Swarm Control: 
As colonies become crowded, they will look to swarm. Inspect every 7-9 days, check for queen cells, and consider creating artificial splits to prevent losing bees. 
Feeding: 
Continue feeding sugar syrup (1:1 ratio) to ensure hives do not starve before the spring nectar flow begins, especially if they are light on stores. 
Inspection & Cleaning: 
Conduct a thorough inspection on a calm, warm day (above to ). Clean bottom boards, replace moldy/old frames, and check for a solid brood pattern. 
Hive Expansion: 
Add supers when the first dandelions appear and bees are covering 7-8 frames in the brood chamber. 
Varroa Mite Management: 
Test for Varroa mites. Since spring honey flow may be near, consider drone brood removal or treatments that can be used before supers are filled. 
Installation: 
Install new package bees or nucs during late April, ensuring they are fed well to build up comb. 
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